Pulmonary autograft. An aortic valve replacement alternative.
In selected patients, the pulmonary autograft procedure utilizing cryopreserved homografts for reconstruction of the right ventricular outflow tract is becoming an increasingly popular aortic valve replacement alternative. Longitudinal statistical reports show that patients need reoperation less often with this procedure. Because the valve is autogenous tissue, all indications to date show that the valve continues to function for extended periods of time in all patients and can accommodate growth in children. At the same time, transfer of the pulmonary valve to the aortic position provides a natural valvular flow pattern and freedom from the degenerative changes associated with bioprosthetic valves or the need for anticoagulation associated with mechanical valves.